
Diffuse large B-cell 
lymphoma 

Most common NHL. Aggressive lymphoma which arises from B cells. It 
includes subtypes such as ‘Primary CNS’ lymphoma which affects only 
the brain and ‘Primary Mediastinal Lymphoma’ which affects young 
people and grown in the chest. Treated with aggressive chemotherapy 
and potentially curable. 

Follicular lymphoma Most common indolent lymphoma arising from B cells. May transform into 
an aggressive form of lymphoma over the disease course. May be 
observed and treated when symptomatic. Treatment usually includes 
immunotherapy (rituximab) with or without chemotherapy and radiation is 
used in selected early stage patients.  

Mantle cell 
lymphoma 

Rare, B cell lymphoma which may be aggressive or indolent. The tumor 
cells arise from the ‘mantle zone’ of the lymph node and overproduce a 
protein called cyclin D1 which is characteristic of the disease. Usually 
treated with chemotherapy but may be observed in selected cases. 

Marginal zone 
lymphoma 

Rare, indolent B cell lymphoma which arises from the ‘marginal zone’ of 
lymph nodes (nodal marginal zone) or spleen (splenic marginal zone), 
organs (extranodal) or mucous membranes associated lymphoid tissue 
(MALT). May be observed and treated when symptomatic. Treatment 
usually includes immunotherapy (rituximab) with or without chemotherapy 
and radiation is used in selected early stage patients. 

Burkitt’s lymphoma Aggressive B cell lymphoma diagnosed by the presence of a 
chromosomal translocation (8;14). Treated with aggressive 
chemotherapy and potentially curable. 

Small lymphocytic 
lymphoma 
(SLL)/Chronic 
lymphocytic 
leukemia (CLL) 

SLL/CLL are essentially the same disease. When the cancer cells are 
primarily located in the lymph nodes, the disease is called SLL. When the 
cancer cells are in the bone marrow and circulating in the blood stream, it 
is called CLL. May be observed and treated when symptomatic.  

Anaplastic large cell 
lymphoma (ALCL) 

Common type of T cell lymphoma. May arise in lymph nodes, skin or 
organs. When it arises in the skin it is referred as cutaneous ALCL may 
often be localized and may be treated with localized treatments but in 
approximately 10% of the cases may involve lymph nodes or organs in 
which case it is treated with chemotherapy.  The prognosis of patients 
with ALCL may differ based on the presence of a protein called 
‘anaplastic lymphoma kinase’ (ALK), which can be tested on the tissue 
biopsy sample.  

Angioimmunoblastic 
lymphoma (AILD) 

Rare aggressive T cell lymphoma which may be associated with skin 
rash and autoimmune symptoms. Treated with aggressive chemotherapy.  

Adult T cell 
leukemia/lymphoma 

Aggressive T cell lymphoma associated with a virus called HTLV and 
treated with aggressive chemotherapy.  

Nasal NK-T cell 
lymphoma 

Very rare form of NHL treated with chemotherapy and radiation therapy. 
More common in Asia and parts of Latin America. Associated with 
Ebstein Barr virus (EBV). 

Peripheral T cell 
lymphoma-not 
otherwise specified 
(PTCL-NOS) 

A group of T cell lymphomas which are usually aggressive and do not fit 
into other types of PTCL. Treated with chemotherapy.  

AIDS associated 
lymphoma 

Aggressive disease in HIV positive patients. Most commonly includes 
DLBCL, Burkitt, and primary CNS. Hodgkin lymphoma may also present 
in HIV positive patients. Treated with chemotherapy.  


